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Business in the Community, Deloitte and BP launch ambitious social enterprise project to create 1,000 new jobs in the Olympic host boroughs
· arc – building better business  launched by Olympic triple jumper and London 2012 Ambassador Jonathan Edwards
· Launched at Stour Space in the heart of Hackney, a unique community-led social enterprise and gallery space overlooking the iconic Olympic Park which has become a hub for local artists and businesses
· arc supported by national body for social enterprise
As the world gears up for the London 2012 Olympics, BP and Deloitte, two of the official partners of the Games, have today joined forces with business-led charity Business in the Community to launch arc, a new campaign to create a lasting social legacy for the Olympic host boroughs by stimulating the creation and growth of financially sustainable social enterprises – enabling them to provide employment opportunities for 1,000 local people.
According to the recent report, Fightback Britain*, social enterprises are  starting-up and working in Britain’s most deprived communities - with 39% of them based in the most deprived areas of the UK, compared with just 13% of mainstream SMEs. The research also reveals the high growth potential and confidence of the sector, as they are twice as likely as mainstream businesses to have reported growth in the last year. Social enterprise will therefore play a unique role in stimulating growth and jobs in communities, while tackling the pressing social issues faced by communities nationwide. arc is being delivered in partnership with Social Enterprise UK.
The Olympic host boroughs of Barking & Dagenham, Greenwich, Hackney, Newham, Tower Hamlets and Waltham Forest are historically some of the most deprived in the country with high levels of unemployment and complex socio-economic issues.  arc will combine the expertise and resources of founder partners Deloitte and BP with Business in the Community’s 30 years experience campaigning on responsible business issues  and challenging corporations to make a positive impact on their communities.  It will support social enterprises that will both tackle some of the social economic issues facing the host boroughs and create much needed jobs. 
David Sproul, Chief Executive, Deloitte said: “As a leading business we believe it is our responsibility to ensure Deloitte contributes to a sustainable and prosperous society. I would say that most innovation that is good for society is also good for business. The pioneering spirit of entrepreneurs and innovators has a direct ability to help build a better society, enhancing the quality of human lives. Social enterprise epitomises that connection, and we should do all we can to help it succeed. Deloitte is therefore very proud to be a founding partner of arc." David Sproul, Senior Partner and Chief Executive, Deloitte LLP.
Peter Holbrook, Chief Executive, Social Enterprise UK – the lead strategic partner on the arc project said: “This is a really exciting project.  arc will help raise awareness of social enterprise across the capital.  It’ll be terrific to see social enterprises start-up and grow in some of London’s most deprived boroughs.  Not only will jobs be provided at a time when youth unemployment is at an all time high, but whole communities will benefit because social enterprises are a force for good – they exist to tackle social issues and environmental problems.”

Peter Mather, Head of Country, UK and Vice President, Europe Region BP said: “BP is delighted to be a founding partner of arc.  We believe in supporting the development of communities in which we operate and, as an official partner of London 2012, we are working hard to deliver a sustainable legacy from the Games. Through arc we will be helping to support the creation of 1,000 new jobs in the Olympic boroughs, including practical support from BP

employees to the social enterprises involved.”
arc aims to support around 200 social enterprises over a 4 year period, 30 of these in its first year. The first two social enterprises that will receive arc support were announced today:
Bikeworks is a social enterprise that offers a range of organisational and public cycle services while reducing landfill and creating employment and training opportunities for disadvantaged communities.

Blue Sky Development & Regeneration is a social enterprise that provides paid work for people coming out of prison, to enable them to move successfully into long-term employment, reducing re-offending by 75%.  Over the 5 years since it was set up, Blue Sky has employed nearly 300 ex-offenders - that's greater than the entire inmate population of some of Britain's prisons.

Stephen Howard, Chief Executive, Business in the Community said: “We’re excited to be launching arc today at a time when jobs and inspiration are much needed in our communities. Small businesses are the lifeblood of our economy and the backbone of strong prosperous communities. It is crucially important that responsible businesses collaborate to stimulate and support enterprise growth, particularly in area of greatest need such as the Olympic host boroughs. arc will create a lasting social legacy in historically deprived communities and we stand with our partner companies to ensure that it delivers what these communities need.” 
arc is part of Business in the Community’s wider programme of enterprise initiatives to transform communities through job creation and economic renewal. It continues BITC’s 30 years of experience working with business and challenging them to make a positive impact on their communities.

For more information visit www.buildingbetterbusiness.org.uk
-ends-

Fightback Britain: A report on the State of Social Enterprise survey 2011 -  August 2011, Social Enterprise UK http://www.socialenterprise.org.uk/pages/publications.html 
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The following spokespeople are available for interview:

· Stephen Howard, Chief Executive,  Business in the Community 

· Peter Mather, Head of Country, UK and Vice President, Europe Region BP 

· David Sproul, Chief Executive, Deloitte 

· Peter Holbrook, Chief Executive, Social Enterprise UK

· Paul Deighton, Chief Executive, London 2012

· Dave Miller, Director of Bikeworks and first arc beneficiary

· Stephen Finn, first employee of Blue Sky Development & Regeneration and first arc beneficiary

For press information, to arrange interviews or images please contact 
Ochuko Adekoya, 020 7566 8758/07921941536, ochuko.adekoya@bitc.org.uk
Linda Considine, 020 7566 8794 linda.considine@bitc.org.uk
About Business in the Community
Business in the Community stands for responsible business.
We are a business-led charity with a growing membership of 850 companies, from large multinational household names to small local businesses and public sector organisations.  We advise, support and challenge our members to create a sustainable future for society and to improve business performance. Our members work with us to define what responsibility looks like in the workplace, marketplace, community and the environment - and we share what we learn about driving performance through responsible business practice. www.bitc.org.uk
About arc

arc is a unique initiative to harness the excitement and profile of the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games to catalyse job creation and social and economic regeneration in some of the UK’s most deprived boroughs. arc will support social enterprises to create 1000 jobs in the host boroughs by 2015.
arc is led by Business in the Community, in partnership with Social Enterprise UK and supported by London 2012 partners BP and Deloitte and a collaboration of social enterprise organisations.  A number of London 2012 partners have also contributed to its development with charitable and in kind donations including BT, Coca-Cola, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer, GE, Procter & Gamble and Visa
The programme will initially support existing social enterprises looking to expand, before rolling out to inspire a new generation of social entrepreneurs to start and grow successful financially sustainable businesses. The long-term ambition is for arc to be rolled out nationally to other areas of deprivation in the UK once the concept has been proven in London.

arc will inspire a new generation of social entrepreneurs with tools and resources to help them get started. And as they grow and expand it will provide: 
· one-to-one mentoring with senior business leaders 

· flexible hotdesk and meeting room space

· training programmes in business planning, growth, finance and impact measurement

· supported access to funding and business finance 

· connections and relationships with business supply chains to get products and services to customers

· consultancy on impact monitoring and reporting 

· in-depth engagement, based on entrepreneurs needs, with business experts 

A number of social enterprises have been involved in the creation and development of arc including:

· Bikeworks, Catering2Order, Meanwhile Space, MEND London and SportInspired:
Determining the needs of social enterprise and the support gap, developing and critiquing planned arc activities, testing and critiquing the arc website

· SplinterGroup:
Developing the arc brand

· Matter&Co and Poached Creative:
Developing the arc website

About BP

BP is one of the world's largest oil and gas companies, serving millions of customers every day in more than 90 countries, and employing 80,000 people. BP’s business segments are oil and gas exploration & production, and refining & marketing. In alternative energies, BP has low- and no-carbon wind, solar, biofuels businesses, and a carbon capture technology team. Through these activities, BP provides fuel for transportation; energy for heat and light; services for motorists; and petrochemicals products for plastics, textiles and food packaging. It has strong positions in many of the world's hydrocarbons basins and strong market positions in key economies.

BP's strategy is to create value for shareholders by producing energy in a way that is affordable and secure without damaging the environment in the process. It participates across the hydrocarbons value chain to explore for, develop and produce more of the fossil fuel resources that the world needs; efficiently manufacture, process and deliver better and more advanced products; and be a material contributor to the transition to a low-carbon future. BP wants to be recognized as a great organization – competitively successful and a force for good especially among those communities in which we work; we have a fundamental belief that we can make a difference in the world.

About Deloitte

Deloitte is the official professional services provider to the London Organising Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic Games, including the provision of tax, human capital, management consulting, and financial support services.  So far Deloitte has provided more than 100 high calibre secondees to LOCOG and has delivered in excess of 170 advisory projects.  In all, Deloitte has delivered more than 375,000 hours of expertise in supporting the delivery of the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games.  

Deloitte is launching a social innovation programme at the end of November. We’ve built this programme around showcasing social enterprises and social innovations that demonstrate real potential for growth and providing the support to help them achieve real scale and become investment-ready

We will produce an annual list which showcases those social businesses.  In addition we will help socially innovative businesses grow by providing participants access to our core 
Each year, we’ll announce and showcase the best of those social businesses, with practical support to achieve their potential. 

To find out more and register your interest please go to www.deloitte.co.uk/socialinnovation

In this press release references to Deloitte are references to Deloitte LLP, which is among the country's leading professional services firms.

Deloitte LLP is the United Kingdom member firm of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited (“DTTL”), a UK private company limited by guarantee, whose member firms are legally separate and independent entities. Please see www.deloitte.co.uk/about for a detailed description of the legal structure of DTTL and its member firms.

The information contained in this press release is correct at the time of going to press.

For more information, please visit www.deloitte.co.uk.

Member of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited.
About Social Enterprise UK
Social Enterprise UK is the national body for social enterprise. Social enterprises are businesses that are changing the world. When they profit, society profits.

Together with our members we are the voice for social enterprise in the UK. We do research, provide information and tools, share knowledge, build networks, raise awareness and campaign to create a business environment where social enterprises thrive.

Our members are local grass-roots organisations and multi-million pound businesses that operate internationally. What unites them is their commitment to changing the world through business. Visit www.socialenterprise.org.uk.

